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The Network will enable teachers to share lessons and 
materials, so that the best educational practices can spread. 

BILL GATES 
 
 

TECHNOLOGY IN THE ENGLISH CLASSROOM 
 

Nowadays technology is influencing our lives and our 

students’. In the era of internet, cell phone, computers, 

laptops, dvd, multimedia projector, ipods and so forth, 

teaching has acquired a new dimension. Therefore, it is 

necessary to take advantage of these pieces of technology to 

promote meaningful learning experiences, keeping in mind 

that teachers will always be the core in this process. 

Technology is just a useful tool to empower the learning of 

the foreign language. 

 Nevertheless, some educators are resistant to the change 

either for the lack of time, space, experience or natural 

anxiety when dealing with technology. If that is the case, 

students would not be given the opportunity to improve their 

technological skills and face the real world. 

It is true that using technology in the classroom involves 

great effort, but it is up to teachers to believe if that sacrifice 

is worth the time. We are convinced that it is worth trying in 

order to help our students to cope with the world they will 

live in. 

    
RONALD VARGAS CHAVARRÍA 

GUILLERMO FONSECA ALFARO 
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TELL ME MORE: 
 
This software for learning languages includes:  

• Three Levels 
• Three Function Modes 
• More than 20 types of activities 
• More than 1200 exercises 
• Activities for the four linguistic skills: 

o Listening 
o Speaking 
o Reading 
o Writing 

• Grammar explanations and Vocabulary exercises 
 
Three Levels 
This software has tree levels of difficulty with specific units and activities for each 
one.  In the beginner level there are two learning paths: Complete Beginner and 
American English 1. 
 
The distribution of units and activities for each level is the following: 
 
1. BEGINNER 
 
1. A COMPLETE BEGINNER 
 
LESSONS (5) 
1 Introducing Oneself 
2 Descriptions 
3 Numbers & Letters 
4 Dates & Times 
5 Cultural Exercises  
 
ACTIVITIES (62) 
Dialogue: Explore Sentence Pronunciation 
Picture/Word Association Dialogue: Expression 
Word Searches Words and Functions 
Word Pronunciation Fill-in-the-Blanks 
Words and Topics Grammar Practice 
Word Association Phonetics Exercise 
Crossword Puzzles Dialogue: Comprehension 
Picture/Word Association 
with Speech recognition 
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1. B AMERICAN ENGLISH 1 
 
LESSONS (15) 
1 Introducing Oneself 
2 Descriptions 
3 Numbers & Letters 
4 Dates & Times 
5 Cultural Exercises 1 
6 Objects & Animals1 
7 Adjectives 
8 Coming to America 
9 The Cocktail Party 
10 Cultural Exercises 2 
11 Vacation Plans 
12 The Summer Rental 
13 Grocery Shopping 
14 The Supermarket 
15 Cultural Exercises 3 
 
ACTIVITIES (297) 
Dialogue: Explore Fill-in-the-Blanks Word and Functions 
Word Searches Crossword Puzzles Grammar Practice 
Picture/Word Association Sentence pronunciation Word Order 
Word Association Dialogue: Expression Sentence Practice 
Word Pronunciation Picture/Word Association 

with Speech Recognition 
Dictation 

The Right Word Word Order with Speech 
Recognition 

Written Expression  

Words and Topics Word Searches: Play 
Words 

Dialogue: Comprehension 

Mystery Phrases Phonetics Exercise Video and Questions 
 

                                                 
1 The gray background means that this activity was not in the previous level. 
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2. INTERMEDIATE: AMERICAN ENGLISH 2 
 
LESSONS (15) 
1 Weather Report 
2 The Canoe Trip 
3 Vacation Time 
4 At the Shore 
5 Cultural Exercises 1 
6 Arrival in New York 
7 The East Coast 
8 The Housing Search 
9 Visiting a House 
10 Cultural Exercises 2 
11 Free time 
12 At the Lake 
13 The Gas Station 
14 Buying a Car 
15 Cultural Exercises 3 
 
ACTIVITIES (297) 
Dialogue: Comprehension Fill-in-the-Blanks Grammar Practice 
Word Searches Crossword Puzzles: Listen 

and Write 
Word Order 

Picture/Word Association  Sentence pronunciation Sentence Practice 
Word Association Dialogue: Expression Dictation 
Word Pronunciation Picture/Word Association 

with Speech Recognition 
Text Transformation 

The Right Word Word Order with Speech 
Recognition 

Written Expression  

Word and Topics Phonetics Exercise Dialogue: Comprehension 
Mystery Phrase Word and Function Video and Questions 
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3. ADVANCED: AMERICAN ENGLISH 3 
 
LESSONS (15) 
1 Flight information 
2 Plane reservations 
3 Seminar Planning 
4 Delegates 
5 Cultural Exercises 1 
6 A New Job 
7 Job Promotions 
8 Living in America 
9 Seeing the USA 
10 Cultural Exercises 2 
11 Insurance & Banking 
12 The Post Office 
13 Market Research 
14 Helpful Contacts 
15 Cultural Exercises 3 
 
ACTIVITIES (297) 
Dialogue: Comprehension 
without Speech 
Recognition 

Fill-in-the-Blanks Grammar Practice 

Word Searches Play 
Words 

Crossword Puzzles: Listen 
and Write 

Word Order 

Picture/Word Association  Sentence pronunciation Sentence Practice 
Word Association Dialogue: Expression Dictation 
Word Pronunciation Picture/Word Association 

with Speech Recognition 
Text Transformation 

The Right Word Word Order with Speech 
Recognition 

Written Expression  

Word and Topics Phonetics Exercise Dialogue: Comprehension 
Mystery Phrase Word and Function Video and Questions 
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Tree Function Modes 
 
 
Free-to-Roam Mode 

In this mode, Tell me More offers you the whole range of its linguistic and 

pedagogical content organized into 6 workshops. You can choose freely 

from the topics and activities offered. 

 
 

Dynamic Mode 
In this mode, Tell me More adjusts your learning content in accordance 

with your original objectives and the results you obtain in each activity. Tell 

me More therefore supervises your learning, offering you the activities 

best-adapted to your needs in order to help you progress. 

 
 
Guided Mode 

A learning path is a group of lessons (1) and activities (2), suggested in 

order of increasing difficulty. 

Its is strongly recommend that you start with the first activity of the first 

lesson (displayed in blue) and then continue to work following the order set 

out in the learning path. 

Throughout your learning program it is possible to see your progress within 

the lessons and activities. 

The Guided Mode is strongly recommended to users who wish to learn a 

language progressively, with a learning program structured around lessons. 
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PRACTICE 
 
In order to get acquainted with the software, do the following exercises as it is 
indicated. 
 

 
FIRST PART 
 

 

1. Access the program for beginners.  
2. Create a new account. (Talk about it) 
 

 

3. Type your user’s name and password. 
 

 

4. Click on the button to select a learning path.  
 

 
5. Click on Complete Beginners 
 

 

6. Click on help and info. 
 

 
7. Select “about the current screen” to get the corresponding 

explanation. 
 

8. Put the mouse on each number on the screen to get the 
information again. 

 

9. Click anywhere on the screen to finish help.  
10. Select any lesson from 1 to 4  
11. Place the mouse on each one of the activities to see 

which linguistic skill it corresponds: 
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12. Access the activity “Dialogue: Explore”  
13. Click on help and info. 

 
14. Use the buttons to go ahead or go back. 

 
15. Once you have reached 50% of the activity, the button at 

the bottom of the screen starts flashing. Click it to go to 
the next activity. 

 
16. Click on button help and info every time you begin new 

activity, in order to understand what to do. 
 

17. Begin the exercise.  
18. When you have finished all the activities, Tell Me More 

takes you to the main menu. Place the cursor on each 
activity to see the results (done/correct) If the 
percentage of correct activities is less than 70%, access 
the activity and do it again to get a percentage above 
70%. (This average is chosen by the teacher). Another 
way to check the results is to click this button 
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SECOND PART 
 

 

19. Click on button to select a learning path. 

 
20. Click on American English1: Complete  
21. According to your group, select the lesson and do all the 

activities.  
To change from one activity to another click on   to go to 
the main menu and choose the next activity.   

22. Once you are done, place the cursor on each activity to see 
the results (done/correct). You have to achieve 70%. 

 
Group Lesson Activities to develop  
A 6- Objects & 

Animals 
B 7- Adjectives 
C 8- Coming to 

America 
D 9- The Cocktail 

Party 
E 11- Vacation Plans 
F 12- The Summer 

Rental 
G 13- Grocery 

Shopping 
H 14- The 

supermarket 

The right word,  
words and topics,  
mystery word,  
word order with speech 
recognition,  
word order,  
grammar practice,  
dictation,  
composition,  
Video and questions. 
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THIRD PART 
 

 

23. ACCESS THE INTERMEDIATE LEVEL  
24. According to your group, select the lesson and do all the 

activities.  
To change from one activity to another click on   to go to 
the main menu and choose the next activity.  
Once you are done, place the cursor on each activity to see 
the results (done/correct). You have to achieve 70%. 

 
Group Lesson Activities to develop  
A 1- Weather Report 
B 2- The Canoe Trip 
C 3- Vacation Time 
D 4- At the Shore 
E 6- Arrival in New 

York 
F 9- Visiting a House 
G 11- Free Time 
H 14- Buying a Car 

word search, 
 the write word, 
 words and topics, 
 mystery word, 
 complete phrases, 
 crossword puzzle,  
sentence pronunciation, 
 phonetic exercise, 
 words and functions, 
 grammar practice, 
 dictation, 
 text transformation, 
 writing, 
 dialogue: comprehension 
with speech recognition, 
video and questions 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
FOURTH PART 
 

 

25. Access any of the lessons on culture and explore the 
exercise. 
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TELL ME MORE AND THE SYLLABUS 
 
In the following chart you will find possible units from the syllabus that correspond 
to the different lessons from Tell me More. 
These are tips for the teacher to use Tell me More in the development of the 
official curriculum. 
 
AMERICAN ENGLISH 1 
 

LESSON LEVEL UNIT 

Introducing Oneself 
7 1 Exchange greetings, leave takings and 

introductions 
2. Identification of oneself to others 

Descriptions 8 Comparison of people’s physical features and 
personality traits. 

Numbers & Letters 7 3 Directions and instructions 

Dates & Times 8 Relevant characteristics of means of 
transportation. 

   

Objects and animals 7 5 Classroom objects 
6  Location of people and objects 

Adjectives 8 3 Comparison of people’s physical features and 
personality traits. 

Coming to America 7 2. Identification of oneself to others 
Vacation Plans 8 6. Personal Travel Plans 

Grocery Shopping 7 7. Acceptance and refusal of goods and 
services. 

The Supermarket 8 7. Acceptance and refusal of Good and services 
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AMERICAN ENGLISH 2 
 

LESSON LEVEL UNIT 

Weather Report 9 9. Causes, effects, and prevention of 
environmental pollution 

The Canoe Trip 9 1. Sports and Leisure activities 
Vacation Time 8 6. Personal Travel Time 
At The Shore 8 8. Likes, dislikes and preferences. 
Arrival in New York 9 5. Transportation, quality and use 
The East Coast 11 2. Tourists aspects worldwide. 

The Housing Search 9 6.  Computers and Technology today in our 
lives.  

Free time 
9 
10 

2. Sports and Leisure activities 
5. Holidays and celebrations in CR with 

celebrations in English speaking countries. 
At the Lake 9 2. Sports and Leisure activities 

The gas station 

8 
 

10 
8 

5. Relevant Characteristics of the Means of 
transportation. 

11. Careers, jobs and lifestyles. 
7. Acceptance and refusal of Good and services 
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CONVERSATIONAL ENGLISH SYLLABUS 
 
AMERICAN ENGLISH 1 
 

LESSON 
ENGLISH 
COURSE 

BASIC CONTENT 

Introducing Oneself 1 -Together in our class 
 

Descriptions 1 - My grandparents  and I 

Numbers & Letters 
1 - My grandparents  and I 

Dates & Times 
2 - Our visitors from other places and 

countries 
 

   

Objects and animals 

1 
1 
2 

- Stories I remember from elementary 
school 
- The school projects  
- My friends at school  
 

Adjectives   

Coming to America 2 - Our visitors from other places and 
countries 

Vacation Plans 1 
2 

- Activities for vacation time 
- My favorite pastimes 

Cocktail Party 
2 - Together in our class 

- My friends at school  
 

Grocery Shopping 

2 
2 
3 
3 

- Typical food in my community 
- The most visited site in my community 
- Arts and crafts in my community 
- My clean community 
 

The Supermarket 

1 
1 
2 
2 

- My precious treasures 
- Activities for vacation time 
- My friends at school  
- Typical food in my community 
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AMERICAN ENGLISH 2 
 

LESSON 
ENGLISH 
COURSE 

BASIC CONTENT 

Weather Report 
2 
2 

- Our visitors from other places and countries 
- Survival conversations 
 

The Canoe Trip 
1 
1 
2 

- Activities for vacation time 
- Stories I remember from elementary school 
- The most visited site in my community 

Vacation Time   
At The Shore   

Arrival in New York 2 
3 

- The most visited site in my community 
- At the travel agency 

The East Coast 
2 
3 
3 

- The most visited site in my community 
- At the travel agency 
- My clean community 

The Housing Search 
1 
1 
2 

- My precious treasures 
- The community projects 
- Our visitors from other places and countries 

Free time   
At the Lake   
The gas station 2 - A telephone conversation 
   
 
AMERICAN ENGLISH3 
 

LESSON 
ENGLISH 
COURSE 

Basic content 

1 Flight information 4 - Using the telephone for business 
2 Plane reservations 4 - Using the telephone for business 
3 Seminar Planning 5 - World relations 
4 Delegates 3 - At the office 
5 Cultural Exercises 1   
6 A New Job 4 - Language for commerce 
7 Job Promotions   
8 Living in America 4 - A tourist guide 
9 Seeing the USA   
10 Cultural Exercises 2   

11 Insurance & Banking 
4 
5 

- Language for commerce 
- Foreign investment 
 

12 The Post Office   



Ministerio de Educación Pública 
Dirección Regional de Educación Alajuela 

Asesoría Regional de Inglés 
Asesoría Regional de Innovaciones Educativas 

 

Ronald Vargas Chavarría - Guillermo Fonseca Alfaro 
 

16 

A
 t

ea
ch

er
’s

 g
ui

de
bo

ok
 f

or
 T

el
l m

e 
M

or
e 

13 Market Research 4 Language for commerce 

14 Helpful Contacts 

 
5 
5 

• Radio news 
• The use of technology 
• Mass media 
•  
 

15 Cultural Exercises 3   
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EVALUATION SHEETS  
 
The purpose of these instruments is for the teacher to reflect on the importance of 
Tell me More as a tool to empower the learning of English in the schools. 
Furthermore, they help the teacher to determine how he or she is going to 
implement this software in his or her context. 
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